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Is it already time for high school? It seems like just yesterday you were sounding out
words, teaching him to read. Is it time to delve into the depths of good literature and great
books? Where has time gone?

Living books, classic literature, and great books are all phases that we throw around with
one another as homeschooling moms. We want our children to read the classics. But, what
exactly are the classics? How do you choose what books they should read and what books don’t
really matter? Can your children read all the classic literature that’s out there anyway?

Loving to read, | have approached teaching high school from a “read to learn”
perspective, rather than a textbook approach to learning. When it comes to literature, | have
avoided “literature textbooks” with excerpts of the book and have opted instead to have my
children read whole books. My goal is not that they would read these lovely books because they
“have to,” but rather that they would read classic literature with delight. This has not always
been the case, but they have enjoyed most of the books they’ve read!

Literature is separated from other forms of reading material in that it evokes an emotional
response from its reader. It is not created simply to inform, instruct, or entertain. As a “fine art,”
literature, poetry, and short stories are written to say something profound about life, truth,
beauty, or the condition of man in a way that will impact the reader.
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Classic literature has stood the test of time, remaining popular with readers many years
after it was written. Classics are well-written and have a universal appeal. They cross barriers of
background, nationality, economic level, and race. Classics are often reread over and over again.

Just because a book is a “classic” doesn’t mean that it is good for your children to read.
Some classics have smut in them and should be avoided. | will try to steer you in the direction of
wholesome books. Many classics are not written by Christians, but humanists. However, some
of these writer’s write from a Christian worldview because the Christian worldview was
predominant at the time the book was written.

You may have some questions about teaching literature in high school. Do you have any
of the following questions?

e What kind of reading should your child do in High School?

e What literature and classic books should your child read before high school?

e What literature and classic books should your child read in high school?

e What about modern literature?

e What exactly makes a book “good literature”?

e What are the different genres of literature?

e What books changed the world?

e Are poetry and dramatic scripts part of literature? How do they fit in? What about
essays and non-fiction. Are they ever considered literature too?

e What poetry should my child read?

e How about a quick history of modern literature?

e What should an English class look like?

e Should your children study the Bible as literature?

e Should you teach writing and literature separately or together?

e Should your children write about literature?

e What are the elements of literature?

e How can my teenager analyze literature?

e What if my child is not a good reader yet?

e Can you use a book club to teach literature?

e What should you do in a book club?

e Can you give me a sample year plan for a book club?

e Can you use blogging to teach literature?

e What should the guidelines for blogging be?

Let’s address these questions!
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By now, the foundation for reading should have been laid. High school students should
be able to pick up anything in your house (books, magazines, newspapers, instructions, and
manuals), read it quickly, and be able to explain to you what they have read. If this is not the
case, they need remedial reading work. Don’t despair! (See section under Classes You Can
Usel)

Teens should be reading a wide variety of written material in their high school classes.
Every class should involve reading, so this variety can be spread throughout all of their high
school classes. In their Literature classes, they will read literature and classic works.

Here is a list of reading material that should be part of your high school student’s overall
curricula.

Novels

Biographies

Autobiographies, Memoirs
Fantasies (fairy tales, folk & tall tales, allegories, legends, myths, science fiction)
Parables & Fables

Histories

Diaries & Journals

Original Documents

Historical fiction

Mysteries

Picture Books

Short Stories

Plays

Screenplays, Operas, & Ballets
Poetry

Inspirational Books

Newspapers (articles, editorials, stock market reports, advertisements)
Magazines & Professional Journals
Essays

Speeches

Reference Books

Textbooks

Reviews

Instructions & Directions

©2009 Meredith Curtis All rights reserved.



Now, let me show you some ideas for reading in different classes.

The Holy Bible

Textbook (Apologia)

Magazines & Professional Journals (Creation Science magazine)
Reference Books (Encyclopedia)

Picture Books (DK Guide to the Human Body)

The Holy Bible

Instructions & Directions (cookbooks, craft books)
Inspirational Books (The Hidden Art of Homemaking)
Magazines & Professional Journals (Taste of Home magazine)
Reviews (of products, brands)

The Holy Bible

Inspirational Books (Search for Significance)

Poetry

Magazines & Professional Journals (Discipleship Journal)
Reviews

Parables (from Jesus)

Allegories (Pilgrim’s Progress)

The Holy Bible

Folk & tall tales & legends & myths (The llliad)

Histories (Genesis from The Holy Bible)

Original Documents (Log of Christopher Columbus)
Historical Fiction (Last of the Mohicans)

Biographies (Abraham Lincoln by Carl Sanburg)
Autobiographies, Memoirs (Autobiography of Ben Franklin)
Poetry (from era studying)

Newspapers (daily newspaper for current events)

Magazines & Professional Journals (Go d * s mAgazind) d
Essays (from era studying)

Speeches (“Give me Liberty ...”)

Reference Books

Textbooks (Streams of Civilizationu)
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The Holy Bible (Daily Quiet Time)

Novels (Blink by Ted Dekker)

Mysteries (The Blue Train by Agatha Christie)
Poetry

Inspiration Books (Purpose Driven Life for Teens)
Newspapers

Magazines (Brio magazine)

Reviews (Christmas music reviews)

Directions and Instructions (computer manual)

All written material basically falls into three categories: Information, Instruction, and
Inspiration/Entertainment. Textbooks, histories and professional journals inform us. We are
instructed by directions, manuals, and “How-to” books and articles. Christian books, novels and
literature inspire or entertain us. A good historical fiction story will entertain, but also impart
information about the time period. The Holy Bible is a great example of a book that does all
three! We learn about history, science, the nature of God, salvation, and the end of time in
Scripture. Yet, we are also instructed in how to live to please God and inspired to serve the Lord
wholeheartedly! The Word of God is full of stories and that brings us back to our study of
literature!
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