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UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES AND
THINKING LIKE A CHRISTIAN

To read Understanding the Times is to take on a
mammoth project. The book is 509 pages—a huge
hardback book the size of a college textbook. This
may be the most important book that your teenager
ever reads besides the Bible!

The title is a great one—it
captures the role of the book in
your child's life. It will help your
teenager understand the times
in which we live. Golly, is the
world a different place than the
one I lived in as a little girl in the
sixties. In spite of hippies and
rock-n-roll, people stayed
married and divorce was frowned upon, integrity,
while not always practiced, was respected, and hard
work was still valued. Since the time of FDR, the
United States government has taken upon itself the
role of provider for the people, marching
unashamedly toward socialism. Evolution is taught as
a fact in public schools, television, movies, and
museums. The Bible is mocked as outdated and
accused of being just a storybook. The Christian
worldview does not dominate our culture anymore.
What worldviews are behind the books we read, the
movies we watch, and the politicians in Washington?

As Christians, we believe that the Bible is true. We
accept the authority of Scripture over all areas of life.
But what does the Bible say about politics,
economics, law, psychology, and philosophy? You can
either do an intensive Bible study yourself, or you can
read this book!

"FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS LIVING AND ACTIVE.
SHARPER THAN ANY DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD, IT
PENETRATES EVEN TO DIVIDING SOUL AND
SPIRIT, JOINTS AND MARROW; IT JUDGES THE
THOUGHTS AND INTENTS O THE HEART.
NOTHING IN ALL CREATION IS HIDDEN FROM
GOD'S SIGHT. EVERYTHING IS UNCOVERED AND
LAID BARE BEFORE THE EYES OF HIM TO
WHOM WE MUST GIVE AN ACCOUNT."

HEBREW 4:12-13

Understanding the Times explains what a worldview
is and discusses the six major worldviews: MarxistLeninist, Secular Humanist, Cosmic Humanist, PostModernistic, Islamic, and Christian. Though some of
these worldviews overlap at various points, each
stands apart from the others with its own philosophy
and set of goals. Understanding the Times looks at
Economics, Biology, Ethics, Philosophy, Theology,
Psychology, Sociology, Law, Politics, and History from
each perspective.
"...IN ORDER THAT SATAN MIGHT NOT OUTWIT
US. FOR WE ARE NOT UNAWARE OF HIS
SCHEMES."

II CORINTHIANS 2:11

As Christians, we know that behind false worldviews,
satan is there, trying to undermine the faith of the
believers. His scheme is to exalt anything OTHER
than GOD! We must wage war against his lies in the
hearts and minds of our children. We want them to
believe the truth and not the devil's lies.
"THE WEAPONS WE FIGHT WITH ARE NOT
WEAPONS OF THIS WORLD. ON THE CONTRARY,
THEY HAVE DIVINE POWER TO DEMOLISH
STRONGHOLDS. WE DEMOLISH ARGUMENTS
AND EVERY PRETENSION THAT SETS ITSELF UP
AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AND WE
TAKE CAPTIVE EVERY THOUGHT TO MAKE IT
OBEDIENT TO CHRIST."

II CORINTHIANS 10:4-5

After reading this book, a person will never be the
same. The next time a book or textbook is picked up
and read, the worldview of its author will jump out!
When a lecture is listened to, the worldview of the
speaker will immediately become evident. Movie
watching will not be passive anymore, the worldview
of the makers of the movie will be understood clearly.
This book will open your eyes forever!

If you are unable to wade through over 500 pages,
there is an alternative by the same author,
Worldviews in Focus: Thinking Like a Christian, a
worldview curriculum. The kit comes with a student
journal, textbook, and DVD. The student journal has
Bible passages to look up and ponder over. The
textbook addresses apologetics and critical thinking,
covering all the topics in Understanding the Times in
a simple, engaging way. Leading worldview thinkers
teach and share on the DVD. There are twelve weeks
or lessons (including an introduction and final
challenge) covering theology, philosophy, biology,
psychology, ethics, sociology, law, politics, economics,
and history. Each week the student reads the text,
works in the student journal, and watches the lesson
on the DVD. This does not cover the Islamic or PostModernist worldview, but does a great job on the
others!

I taught a homeschool coop class with this material to
a group of twenty teenagers. It was an enjoyable class
to teach and the kids learned a lot about worldviews.
The material was easy for some, but manageable for
all. It was eye-opening to see how secular worldviews
permeate our culture. The book only talks about
worldviews, but once you understand worldviews,
you recognize them everywhere! We would talk
about movies, books, and newspapers articles. It was
so simple to discover the world views of the authors
or producers.
I told the mother of one of my students that everyone
should read Understanding the Times before they go
to college and she took me seriously. She made her
graduating senior read the book before he went away
to the Naval Academy. He was not thrilled about
having to read it! When he came home from
Christmas break, he told his mom that two things
enabled him to stand up for his faith in the
classroom: all the Scriptures he had faithfully
memorized and reading Understanding the Times!
She made her younger son read the book too!

"I AM SO GLAD I READ UNDERSTANDING THE
TIMES! WHEN I'M IN THE CLASSROOM, I
RECOGNIZE IMMEDIATELY WHERE THE
PROFESSOR IS COMING FROM AND WHY HIS
WORLDVIEW DIFFERS FROM THE BIBLE. I
WOULD HAVE BEEN SO CONFUSED IN MY
CLASSES WITHOUT HAVING READ THIS BOOK. I
WOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT SOMETHING WAS
WRONG, BUT NOT UNDERSTOOD WHY. I
HIGHLY RECOMMEND THIS BOOK."

—SARAH, 25, COLLEGE STUDENT.

"UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES REALLY PUT
FORTH A LOT OF INFORMATION ON THE
PREVAILING RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF TODAY. IT
MADE ME THINK, IT SPARKED MY CURIOSITY,
BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY, IT EQUIPPED ME TO
STAND AGAINST THE LIES THAT THESE
RELIGIONS REPRESENT."

—ZACK NOLETTE, 18, COLLEGE STUDENT.

I heartily recommend reading the book
Understanding the Times. If it is just too hard, then
buy Thinking Like a Christian and go through the
material together. Moms, I recommend you read
Understanding the Times too. And then pass it to
Dad!
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